The use of purified condensed tannin as a reference in determining its influence on rumen fermentation.
1. Tannins were purified from the leaves of trees forming part of giraffe's diet in the Kruger National Park. 2. In general, hydrolysable tannin formed less than 10% of the total purified crystal complexes, condensed tannin and possibly some non tannin phenols forming the balance. 3. Each tree species condensed tannin gave a different calibration curve and these were used in the assay. 4. Volatile fatty acid production during in vitro fermentation was greatly reduced when the substrate contained more than 6% condensed tannin.